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R. Berekhiah said, “R. Yosé and rabbis: One said that he was listened 
to both as to dew and as to rain. The other said, ‘As to rain, he was 
listened to, but as to dew, he was not listened to.’”’ 


He who said, “As to rain he was listened to, and as to dew, he was not 
listened to,” derives support from the following verse: “[After many 
days the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, saying], 
‘Go, show yourself to Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth’” (1 
Kings 18:1). 


As to the view of him who said, “Both as to rain and as to dew, he was 
listened to,” then where was his vow against dew released? 


Said R. Tanhum of Adrayya [62d], “The ones who hold that view 
maintain that a vow, part of which has been released, is wholly 
nullified.” 


[H] There is he who proposes that it was in connection with the son of 
Zarephath: “And he cried out to the Lord, ‘O Lord, my God, hast 
thou brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I sojourn, 
by slaying her son (I Kings 17:20)?” 


[I] Said R. Judah bar Pazzi, “[This may be compared] to someone who 
stole a doctor’s medicine kit. When he had gone out, his son was 
hurt. He came back to the physician and said to him, ‘My Lord, 
physician, heal my son.’ He said to him, ‘Go and return with my 
kit, for all sorts of medicines are in it. Then I shall heal your son.’ 


[J] “So the Holy One, blessed be he, said to Elijah, “Go and release 
your vow against the coming of dew, for the dead will rise up only 
through dew, and then I shall resurrect the son of Zarephath.’” 


[K] And how do we know that the dead will live only through 
dew? 


[L] For it is said, “The dead shall live, their bodies shall rise. O 
dwellers in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For thy dew is a 
dew of light, and on the land of the shades thou wilt ret it 
fall” (Is. 26:19). 


[M] What is the meaning of, “The land of the shades thou wilt 
let it fall”? 


[N] Said R. Tanhum of Adrayya, “[This refers to the dead, and 
the land is] the land in which they are kept, [and in that 
land] you will let it fall.” 


